Footprints completes its 5th year!

· With the September 26 event that took place at Ķīpsala Hall, the environmental and educational project Footprints concluded its seasonal activity for the year 2006 which was the fifth during the history of its existence. 
Spring Clean Up Operations. This year, the spring clean up marathon began on April 12 with the clean up of the Latgale suburb and concluded on June 15 with the clean up of Ķemeri National Park. During the spring, we cleaned not only Riga, but also Valmiera, Talsi, Tukums and the former Soviet nuclear weapons base at Zeltiņi, which was the site of a special clean up operation involving an overnight stay on the territory of the nuclear base and the removal of the secrecy badge. The special atmosphere generated during the clean up operations was no in small part due to the efforts of groups including Astro’n’out, Lietotas mēbeles no Holandes, Back Yard, Morning After and the singer from Spain, Brandon Stone. The Olympians and sportsmen who were in attendance boosting the clean up task force helped to maintain the excitement and the sporting spirit - Inese Jaunzeme, Jānis Lūsis, Mārtiņš Rubenis, Ivo Lakučs, Raimonds Bergmanis, Jānis Ķipurs. The clean up operations were organised in partnership with Riga City Council, the Latvian Nature Conservation Fund, Latvian State Forests, Zaļais punkts, Zaļā Josta, RIMI, Delfi and Draugiem.lv. 

A total of 2,850 people took part in the spring clean up operations. Territory covering 46 hectares was cleaned up and 411 cubic metres of waste were collected.
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· Cycling marathon „Barons’ and Petersons’ path”. Its participants rode along the path of the father of Latvian folk songs and his equivalent Estonian cultural hero Kristjan Jaak Peterson with its route taking them from Tartu to Dundaga, over two and a half weeks from July 7-23 during which time they covered 1,036 kilometres. During the trip, its participants learned about Latvia and Estonia’s cultural-historical values and natural beauty and were invited to think and act green. Along the route, trees were planted in Valka, Smiltene, Rauna, Ērgļi, Ineši, Riga - at the Ethnographic Open Air Museum, Kandava, Dundaga and elsewhere. The most durable participants in the marathon were Evija Grīnmane and the sisters Rūta and Rasa Bušaite, because they valiantly rode the entire 1,036 km. Rasa, who is only 14 years old, was also recognised as the marathon’s reliable member and received the Grand Prix. This romantic green journey took place for the second time and next year it will also commence on July 7 outside the Tartu City Council building. The event was organised in partnership with Tartu Information Centre and with the support of the European Union’s Baltic Sea regional programme Interreg III B.
Photo gallery
· Zeltiņi Camp. To provide the new members of the Footprints task force with the theoretical and practical knowledge they require, a training camp was organised from August 24-27 at the former Soviet nuclear weapons base at Zeltiņi. In addition to the seminars, lectures and tourism, public speaking and theatre sport activities, a clean up operation was organised during the camp on the territory of the Zeltiņi military base.
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· 16th Latvian Cyclists Association Cycling Run. 
During the cycle ride that took place on September 3, Project Footprints won the prize for fielding the largest team for the second time. 
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· Autumn Clean Up Operations. 2 clean up operations took place during the autumn season. The first took place on September 2 in partnership with the University of Latvia’s Faculties of Modern Languages and Philology. Swapping stories in Arab, Italian, French, Chinese, Japanese, Livonian and High Latvian languages, first year students from these faculties not only got to know one another better and made new friends, but also collected 50 cubic metres of waste. The next clean up operation took place on September 13 in the Latgale suburb when students from the RTU Faculty of Environmental Science and Police Academy cleaned up the shores of the Daugava and the surrounding environment together with pupils from local schools.
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· „Clean Up the World” Campaign in Latvia. On September 16, clean up operations were carried out at a total of 17 locations across Latvia – including in Riga, Aloja, Valmiera, Jelgava and elsewhere where organisers responded to an invitation from Project Footprints and the „Clean Up the World” organisation to take part in a simultaneous global clean up initiative, in which international environmental organisations and institutions joined forces to take part in the campaign and clean up the planet. A total of around 770 people took part in the September 16 clean up operations.
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· 1st International Conference „Environmental and Sports Education for Sustainable Development”. From September 18-20 in Jūrmala, at the „Baltic Beach hotel” a conference took place with participants including lecturers and audience members from Latvia, Germany, Finland, Hungary, Russia, Sweden etc. The conference was opened by the Environment Minister, Raimonds Vējonis, Education and Science Minister, Baiba Rivža, International Olympic Committee Chairman Pal Schmitt, Latvian Olympic Committee Chairman Aldonis Vrubļevskis. The motto of conference: „A healthy person in a clean environment”. Work was conducted in two panels „The human being as resource” and „The environment as resource”. The 3 days included experience of Latvia in the form of a visit to Valmiera. Participants jointly adopted a resolution which will be published shortly in the Project Footprints home page: www.pedas.lv. 
The conference was organised in partnership with the Environment Education Fund „For a Cleaned Up Latvia”, the Latvian Nature Conservation Fund and Olympic Solidarity 
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Finale Event. Project Footprints’ 5th anniversary party took place on September 26 at Ķīpsala Hall. The event which it was only possible to attend with tickets hard earned working in Footprints clean up operations featured sports events involving Olympians such as Arturs Irbe, Raimonds Bergmanis, Jānis Lūsis, Modris Liepiņš, Ingrīda Amantova and others numbering 17 in total. An exhibition was organised with the theme „I Love My Planet”. The entertainment included karaoke and dancing and the evening culminated with nominations and the presentation of awards – genuine gold coins – to Footprints supporters, sponsors and task force activists whose efforts have driven the work carried out by Project Footprints over the last 5 years. The groups that performed had won the New Groups competition organised by Project Footprints in previous years - Morning After, Ēnas, Trakmēness, Astro’n’out, Bez PVN. Guest performers Brandon Stone (Spain) and Ray Horton (Germany) concluded this event. The anniversary took place with the support of Riga City Council.
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· Sponsors. Riga City Council, SEB Unibanka, Latvian Nature Conservation Fund, Latvian State Forests, NAF Staff Battalion, Rimi, Latvia’s Zaļais punkts, Zaļā Josta, Baltic Beach Hotel, Fazer, Reval Hotel Rīdzene, Insurance company „Artexpo”, ZZK, ADverts, Ķeizarmežs, Riga Design, Riga Traffic, Priekšnams, the Latvian Students Association, the Music Academy’s Students’ Club, Latnet.

Information support: Draugiem.lv, Star FM, Delfi.lv, One.lv, Naba, Notikumi.lv.
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